Case in German
A Short Explication
Herr Kandah

All noun phrases are in a specific case. Which case they are in depends on the function of
the noun phrase in the German sentence, among other things. Below are descriptions of
these cases, plus examples that require the appropriate endings. Sometimes no ending is
required (think ein-words!!) You have learned the German cases in a methodical order,
from most basic to most complex. The exercises below become increasingly varied, with
all cases being utilized as the cases are reviewed below.

Nominative Case

The first case you learned in German is the Nominative case (der Nominativ). This
makes sense because the first simple sentences you used in German contained only nouns
in the nominative. In fact, every sentence in German has one noun phrase in the
nominative case. Nouns that are the subject of the verb are in the nominative case. They
do the action of the verb.

Almost all nouns are marked somehow with articles — definite or indefinite. Sometimes
they are marked by possessive adjectives. Their forms (i.e., endings) depend on the case
gender and number (i.e., singular or plural) of the noun. In the plural, there is no
gender distinction in German nouns.

Ergénzt bitte die folgenden Sétze!

Dies Mann ist 56 Jahre alt.
D Frau hei3t Monika.

Ein__ Freund kommt riiber.
Mein___ Freundin ist zu Hause.
D Autos sind teuer.

D Buch ist nicht so interessant.
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Accusative Case

The next case you studied is the Accusative Case (der Akkusativ). Nouns in this case are
typically the direct object of the verb. That is, the accusative case noun is the direct
recipient of the verb’s action. In German, there are a plethora of verbs that demand or
expect an accusative case noun phrase. Here are a slew of them:

+ haben - to have + spielen - to play

« besuchen - to visit « machen - to do, make
+ kaufen - to buy + sehen - tosee

« schreiben - to write «  €Ssen - to essen

+ bringen - to bring + trinken - to drink



+ brauchen —to need + putzen—to clean
+ bringen —to bring « anrufen —to call

Erginzt die folgenden Sétze!

Dies  Maidchen spielt ein_ CD von Rammstein.
Mein__ Vater putzt jed  Fenster.

Wir essen ein__ Pizza.

Dies  Minner brauchen ein_ Messer zum Essen.
Mein__ Cousine schreibt d Brief.
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There are some prepositions that ALWAYS govern the accusative. Now, prepositions

are cool words that relate one noun to another noun in time and space. Prepositions are
followed by nouns, and these noun phrases are in a specific case. Never do they govern
the nominative case. Here are some prepositions that ALWAYS govern the accusative

case. There are a few others, but these are the most widely used in our course.

gegen - against
um - around
durch - through
fir - for

ohne - without
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Erginzt die folgenden Sétze!

1. Gegenwelch  Hausparkstdud  Auto?

2. D Mann lauft um dies Park.

3. Jed  Student kommt ohne sein  Rucksack.

4. Wir fliegen durchd ~ Wolken.

5. Thr__ Bruder hat etwas fiir sein_____ Freundin.
Dative Case

Nouns in the dative case (der Dativ) are typically the indirect object of the verb. That
is, these noun phrases are the indirect recipients of the verb’s action. Indirect objects in
English answer the question For whom/what? Or To whom/what? In German, this is
represent by Wem?

Here are some verbs that often demand or expect both an accusative case noun phrase
and a dative case phrase. Dative case noun phrases are not required for these verbs, but
they do add descriptive information to the sentence.



kaufen — to buy someone something
schreiben — to write someone something
bringen — to bring someone something
sagen — to say something to someone
erzéhlen — fo tell someone something

Erginzt die folgenden Sétze!
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Mein _ Schwester kaufte d  Baby ein __ Spielzeug.

Sein___ Vater sagte d  Méidchen, dal} sie zu Hause bleiben sollte.
Mein___ Freund aus Wien schrieb dies  Kinder ein  Geschichte.
Johann brachte jed  Maidchen ein_ Blume.

Ich erzéhlte mein  Onkel etwas Lustiges.

There are some prepositions that always without exception govern the dative case. Here
they are:
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aus from, out of

auBler except for, besides

bei at, near

gegeniiber across from, opposite Gegeniiber can go before or after its object.
mit with, by

nach after, to

seit since (time), for

von by, from

zu to, at

Ergénzt die folgenden Sétze!
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Ich wohne bei dies Park.
AuBer mein _ Schwester gehen wirzud ~ Museum.

Gerd ging mit sein Freundin zu dies Gasthaus.
D Lehrer kaufte sein___ Schiilern ein__ Buch von d deutschen Autorin.
Seitein___ Jahr war d Junge in Deutschland.

There are some verbs that always have dative case objects. With these verbs the direct
objects are in the dative case. Here are some of them:

stehen — to suit (as in an article of clothing)
passen — fo fit (as in an article of clothing)
helfen — to help

gefallen — fo be pleasing to

danken — to thank

folgen — to follow

fehlen — fo be missing



Erginzt die folgenden Sétze!

Dies Mantel steht d Mann nicht.

Ich helfe mein_ Mutter im Garten.

Erdankted  Frau.

D Rechner fehlt d Maidchen.

D Polizist folgte d Verbrecher ausd _ Hotel.

Dies  Hemd mit ein dunklen Farbe gefield  Mann nicht.
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Genitive Case

Noun phrases in the genitive case (der Genitiv) describe who or what is possessing
something. These genitive noun phrases always follow the nouns they are possessing.
The nouns being possessed can be in any case; the noun phrase possessing the noun is
always in the genitive.In masculine and neuter genitive noun phrases, an extra -s or -es is
added to the noun. An -s is added for polysyllabic nouns and an -es is added for
monosyllabic nouns.

Ergénzt die folgenden Sétze!

Ich sah d Auto dies Mann___ .

Wir brachten d CDsd  Jungen (singular).

Er vergaB d  Geschichted  Méidchen .

D Farbedies  Bluse gefilltd  Mann nicht.

D Jungetrank ein _ Glas Wasser vond _ Flasche sein _ Freund .
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There are some prepositions that always govern the genitive case. Here they are:

* wegen — on account of

» wihrend — during, while
* trotz — in spite of, despite
* anstatt — instead of

Erginzt die folgenden Sétze!

Wegend  Regenschauer  blieben wir zu Hause

Wihrend d  Spiel  sahichmein __ Freund Harald.

Anstatt dies  Auto  kaufted Frauein  Motorrad.

Trotzd __ schlechten Note ging sie mit ihr  Freundinnen aus.
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Definite Article

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nominative der die das die
Accusative den die das die
Dative dem der dem den
Genitive des der des der
der-words

Nominative dieser diese dieses diese
Accusative diesen diese dieses diese
Dative diesem dieser diesem diesen
Genitive dieses dieser dieses dieser

Other der-words introduced are welcher, jeder, solcher, mancher, derselbe.

Indefinite Article

Nominative ein eine ein keine
Accusative einen eine ein keine
Dative einem einer einem keinen
Genitive eines einer eines keiner

Other ein-words (i.e., they take the same endings as ein): are the possessive adjectives:
mein, dein, sein, ihr, unser, euer, ihr, Ihr.



