Adjectives in German — Summary

Adjectives are words that describe nouns. There are three forms or levels of all adjectives in German
(and in English):

1. positive — the base form — kalt, grofs, klein, intelligent
2. comparative — kdlter, grofier, kleiner, intelligenter
3. superlative — kdltest-, grofst-, kleinst-, intelligentest-

There are some irregular comparative and superlative forms which you need to memorize:
1. viel, mehr, meist-
2. gern, lieber, liebst-
3. hoch, hoher, hochst-
4. gut, besser, best-

There are two kinds of adjectives in German: predicate adjectives and attributive adjectives.

Predicate adjectives occur after the linking verbs sein, heifsen, werden. Predicate adjectives NEVER
HAVE ENDINGS. All three levels of adjectives can be used as predicate adjectives.

1. Das Wetter ist kalt. Das Wetter war kélter. Das Wetter ist am kéltesten im Nordpol.
2. Ich bin_groB. Du bist groBer als ich. Er ist am groBten.

Note the superlative forms of predicate adjectives: they are periphrastic in nature, i.e, they require the
preposition am plus the ending -en.

Note a few structures used with predicate adjectives:

1. comparative form with als to compare two things: New York ist interessanter als Cary.
2. positive form with so and wie to make an equal comparison: Deutsch ist so schwer wie
Spanisch.

To express something becoming more and more, bigger and bigger, etc. use the device immer +
comparative form, usually with the verb werden.

1. Das Wetter wird immer Kilter. = The weather is becoming colder and colder.
2. Immer mehr wird Deutsch schwer. = More and more German is becoming difficult.

Attributive adjectives are always directly followed by the nouns they describe and THEY REQUIRE
THE CORRECT ENDING. Which ending? This depends on two things:

1. The case and gender of the noun
2. Whether the attributive adjectives is preceded by a der-word, an ein-word, OR is unpreceded
by any article at all.

Consult the charts below for the endings of both der-words and their corresponding adjectives (if any)
and ein-words and their corresponding adjectives, if any.



Der-words and their corresponding adjective endings:

Masculine Feminine | Neuter Plural After "DER"-words
Nominative der die das die M| F N | Pr
Accusative |den die das die
& | -& | - |-en
Dative dem der dem den
Genitive |des der des der | B B

ein-words and their corresponding adjective endings:

After "EIN"-words

Masculine Feminine | Neuter Plural

: . : : M| F | N |PL
Nominative | ein eine el -eine
: - - : ; -er | -e |-es |-en
Accusative einen eirne el -gine
Dative | einem einer einem |-ginen -en | e |-e5 | -en
Genitive |eines giner gines |-giner -en | -en |-en | -en
-en | -en |-en | -en

Positive, comparative, and superlative forms of adjectives
can be attributive; they therefore demand these endings. Unpreceded

Examine thc? example.s below and compare the endings with [ 3¢ | & | ar (pr
the charts given on this notesheet. —
-er [-e | -es | -e

1. Der kleine Mann gab der netten Frau eine frische
-en |-e | -es | -e

Blume. S
Ich habe das neuste Auto. -em |-ef [-em |-en
Einen intelligenteren Mann kenne ich nicht. _
Ach, du bist ein kluges Kind! eI |-er|men | e

Frische Apfel schmecken mir besser.

Mein bester Freund kam zu Besuch.

Du bekommst bessere Noten, wenn du mehr lernst.
Gestern war der warmste Tag des Jahres.

Das ist das jlingste Kind meines neuen Nachbarn.

10. Ich esse gern sauere Apfel mit frischem gemischtem Salat.
11. Sie kaufte eine teure Flasche roten Weines.

e e A




